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from the Coast and Bay together would exceed but very little in amount
what was usually granted. It was not possible for us to imagine or foresee
that the Company's credit was so low in Europe that it could be affected very
materially by an encrease in our annual drafts of one hundred or one hundred
and fifty thousand pounds, especially at a time when such advantages had
been acquired for them in these provinces. In short we find that your
resentment has been levelled at us for being ignorant of the true state of the
Company's affairs in Europe and supposing them to be in a more flourishing
condition than they really are.
107.    We have in our letters of last season given you our reasons at length
for advancing the sum of twenty laaks of rupees to the navy and army.   We
shall not therefore trouble you with a repetition of those motives, having the
pleasure   to   acquaint  you   that  however   precipitate   or   inconsiderate   our
conduct might have been in making the advance our employers are likely to
benefit near seven laaks by the contract, the greatest part of the Nabob's
debt being  already  collected   and  little  doubt left  of having  the  balance
punctually paid.
108.    The notice you have taken of the bills granted to some few parti-
cular [persons] is matter of much amazement to us as the sums we gave them
bills for were very far short of what they applied for and chiefly granted to
those gentlemen who were on their return to Europe and were in want of some
money for  their expences at their first arrival.   The indulgence to Captain
Spekes were on account the obligations we thought the Company were under
to him in promoting the coming of the squadron up the river; and the bills
granted Colonel Forde were  only for the  ballance of  money in his hands
belonging   to   Colonel   Adlercron's   regiment   which   he   requested in  His
Majesty's name.
109.    We transmitted you last year an explicit account of the transactions
relating to the Doddatey's cotton to which we desire to be referred.
110.    You will find by our treasury accounts that the Company's interest
was not neglected in the duties of the coral lost at the capture which was
duly accounted for by the gentlemen who recovered restitution for that loss.
But we are surprised at your thinking the encrease of 15 per cent allowed the
sufferers for near 18 months was beyond reason when it is only the common
interest of their money.   The 5 per  cent to the  Commissioners was  never
allowed or paid by the Board.
111.    Mr, John Hackett one of the cadets sent out last year on the Prince
George was appointed an assistant in the Secretary's office g.s we were in great
want of writers there.   He is now stationed an assistant at Moraudbaug at
the particular request of Mr. Hastings, and as we are in hopes that gentleman
will be able to render the Company great service in future by acquiring the
Persian language which he is directed to apply to, having a particular talent
that way, we beg leave therefore to recommend him to be entertained on the
list of covenanted servants.
112.    We have not hitherto  had time to make any particular enquiry
concerning the information you have received ^of Kissendass,3 his giving a
sum of money before the capture of the settlement for the protection of the
English but Mrf Holwell, immediately on the receipt of your commands of